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ment, and requires some additions of art and prac-
tice, to be able to sin like a lord. And though the
great man just now mentioned may perhaps have
reason to exalt his own acquirement, and to boast of
accumulated crime, insomuch, that he would take it
for an affront if the Devil should pretend to prompt
him; and that perhaps Satan, who understands
good breeding, has had more manners than to dis-
turb his lordship that way, seeing him go on so
happily without him; yet it may be acknowledged
the watchful seraph does find a little business some-
times among some of his lordship's imitators, being
at some happy pains to form them, as the moderns
express it, and make them as finished devils of quality
as his lordship ; so that we may be satisfied there is
no great fear we shall want a succession of human
infernals, no, not among men of rank.

Wonder not, then, that the Devil, growing so
much out of business in the world, and men growing,
as I said, such proficients in the science of the
abominables, is in proportion humble as to his con-
duct, and allows himself to be the obedient servant
of every star-gazer and figure-caster ; that he comes
when he is called, goes when he is sent, nay, some-
times comes before he is called, and is the most
diligent devil imaginable. He would be very un-
grateful, it must be allowed, if he should not, where
the age is so obliging to him ; but besides that, he
finds it for his interest too, and he is too cunning
not to push his game wherever it will go.

I have heard of a magician, that when the Devil
and he had made a bargain that he should always
come when he was called, that is to say, that when-
ever the magician drew such and such circles, and
made such and such figures, and then called him by
name, that then he should be sure to appear, had a
mind to try whether the Devil would be honest to
him or no ; and for making this experiment, per-